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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "Voice-controlled data access in and control of a mobile 
communication device via speech recognition." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new 
and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 7, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 7, 8, and 9 are hybrid claims. They depend 
from a claim to a method (claim 1) but attempt to claim other statutory categories. This may 
be corrected by listing claims 7, 8, and 9 as independent claims and including the limitations 
specified in claim 1. For purposes of examination, it will be assumed that claims 7, 8, and 9 
have been modified in such a way. 

Furthermore, claims 7, 8, and 9 are directed towards a computer tool, computer program, and 
computer program product, respectively. None of these fall into an appropriate statutory 
category. This may be corrected by claiming a computer readable article of manufacture, and 
examples of statutory preambles include: "a computer readable medium encoded with 
computer executable instructions" or "a computer readable medium having a stored computer 
program." 
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For the purposes of examination, it will be assumed that the applicant intended to claim a 
computer-readable article of manufacture embodying the claimed code. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerson (US 
6,868,385) in view of Waibel (5,855,000). 

Consider claims 1, 7, 8, and 9 (and the above 101 rejection): Gerson discloses handling 
data records of a mobile communication device (see Col. 2, lines 10-15, where Gerson 
discusses subscriber units), wherein at least one pre-stored voice tag is assigned to each of 
said data records, wherein said voice tags are employed for speech recognition to enable 
selection of said data records by speech input and recognition on the basis of said voice tags 
(see Col. 10, lines 5-10, where Gerson discusses a list of predetermined utterances); 
wherein said data records comprise a first set of data records and a second set of data records, 
wherein both sets of data records relate to different applications of said communication device 
(see Col. 13, lines 1-5, where Gerson discusses multiple information signals and Col. 10, 
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lines 1-5, where Gerson discusses various applications); said method comprising: receiving 
an initial user input causing said mobile communication device to be prepared for receiving an 
acoustic input to perform said speech recognition thereon (see Col. 7, lines 18-30, where 
Gerson discusses an interrupt indicator); receiving a first manual user input by a multiple 
switching component, which is capable to exhibit a first input value and a second input value 
(see Col. 7, lines 25-35, where Gerson discusses an input device); using a list of said first or 
said second set of data records in accordance with said first input signal and said second input 
signal of said first user input (see Col. 13, lines 5-10, where Greson discusses an indexed 
database of numbers); receiving a second manual user input identifying one data record of 
said data records (see Col. 13, lines 33-40, where Greson discusses additional user input); 
and transmitting an instruction comprised in said identified data record to at least one 
application of a plurality of applications executable on said mobile communication device (see 
Col. 10, lines 1-5, where Gerson discusses passing to applications). 

Gerson does not specifically disclose displaying a list, however Waibel discloses displaying a 
list (see Col. 9, lines 55-67, where Waibel discusses an n-best list, and Col. 5, lines 63-67, 
where Waibel discusses displaying). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Gerson, and use displaying a list 
as taught by Waibel, thus allowing repair of an error in recognition, as discussed by Waibel 
(see Col. 9, lines 55-67). 

Consider claim 10: Gerson discloses a mobile communication device for handling data 
records of a mobile communication device which are selectable by speech input and 
recognition (see Col. 2, lines 10-15, where Gerson discusses subscriber units), comprising: 
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a plurality of applications executable on said mobile communication device (see Col. 10, lines 
1-5, where Gerson discusses various applications); at least one pre-stored voice tag for 
speech recognition is assigned to each of said data records having assigned, wherein said voice 
tags are employed for speech recognition to enable selection of said data records by speech 
input and recognition on the basis of said voice tags (see Col. 10, lines 5-10, where Gerson 
discusses a list of predetermined utterances); said data records comprising a first set of data 
records and a second set of data records, wherein both sets of data records relate to different 
applications of said communication device (see Col. 13, lines 1-5, where Gerson discusses 
multiple information signals and Col. 10, lines 1-5, where Gerson discusses various 
applications); a speech recognition component for recognizing acoustic input via a 
microphone resulting in a selection of one of said data records in accordance with said 
acoustic input (see Col. 9, lines 30-35, where Gerson discusses a speech recognition front- 
end); a first actuator for activating said speech recognition component (see Col. 7, lines 18- 
30, where Gerson discusses an interrupt indicator); a second actuator being a said multiple 
switching component capable to generate a first input signal and a second input signal, said 
second actuator being operable with said speech recognition mode component using a list of 
said first or said second set of said data records on in accordance with said first input signal 
and said second input signal (see Col. 13, lines 33-40, where Gerson discusses additional 
user input); and a third actuator for selecting one data record of said list and for transmitting 
an instruction comprised in said selected data record to at least one of the plurality of 
applications to be operated in accordance with said instruction (see Col. 10, lines 1-10, where 
Gerson discusses a detector application ascertaining, therefore actuating). 
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Gerson does not specifically disclose displaying a list, however Waibel discloses displaying a 
list (see Col. 9, lines 55-67, where Waibel discusses an n-best list, and Col. 5, lines 63-67, 
where Waibel discusses displaying). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Gerson, and use displaying a list 
as taught by Waibel, thus allowing repair of an error in recognition, as discussed by Waibel 
(see Col. 9, lines 55-67). 

Consider claims 2 and 1 1 : Gerson discloses data records of said first set each comprise at 
least one instruction dedicated to a dialing application for dialing a telephone number 
comprised in said instruction, wherein said first set of data records represents a selection of 
telephone directory entries (see Col. 13, lines 5-20, where Gerson discusses establishing a 
telephone call), wherein data records of said second set each comprise at least one instruction 
dedicated to control functions of one or more further applications executed on said mobile 
communication device in accordance with said instruction, wherein said second set of data 
records represents a selection of device functions and device application functions (see Col. 
13, lines 10-15, where Gerson discusses a control signal). 

Consider claims 3 and 12: Gerson discloses at least one designation is assigned to each of 
the data records, said designation being displayable (see Col. 13, lines 45-50, where Gerson 
discusses user data). 

Gerson does not specifically disclose displaying, however Waibel discloses displaying (see 
Col. 5, lines 63-67, where Waibel discusses displaying). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Gerson, and 
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use displaying as taught by Waibel, thus allowing feedback, as discussed by Waibel (see Col. 
5, lines 43-46). 

Consider claims 4 and 13: Gerson discloses displaying an indication to said user that an 
alternative manual user input is operable when receiving said initial user input (see Col. 7, 
lines 60-65, where Gerson discusses an annunciator). 

Consider claims 5, 6, 14 and 15: Gerson and Waibel disclose displaying at least one data 
record of said list of said first set of data records (see Col. 5, lines 63-67, where Waibel 
discusses displaying); receiving a browsing input capable to exhibit a first browsing value 
and a second browsing value (see Col. 7, lines 25-35, where Gerson discusses an input 
device); in case said browsing input corresponds to said first browsing value, displaying at 
least one data record subsequent to said at least one displayed data record; and in case said 
browsing input corresponds to said second browsing value, displaying at least one data record 
preceding to said at least one displayed data record (see Waibel, Figure 9, and see Col. 9, 
lines 55-67, where Waibel discusses an n-best list). 

Consider claim 16: Gershon and Waibel disclose a second actuator is able to generate at 
least two different signals upon input of a user. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Benjamin E. Gaddy whose telephone number is (571) 270-5134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9am - 4pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571) 272-7876. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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